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Positions Names Home Mobile
President Natalie Serra 0412 184 115
Vice-President Bryan O’Meara 5562 0916
Secretary lan Rees 0418 567 579
Assistant Secretary Sharon Hurst 0457 726 096
Treasurer Ross Millard 0438 335 173
Assistant Treasurer Sharon Hurst 0457 726 096
General Committee Ted Drake  Graham Conn  Ross Millard

Ron Shiells  Ashley Wright  Bryan O’Meara
Sharon Hurst Bruce Johnstone
Property Officer: Clubrooms | Ted Drake 0408 871 960
Property Officer: Graham Conn 0407 041 606
CheeseWorld
Newsletter Editor Tony Curtis (tonycars27 @outlook.com) 0437 467 233
Assistant Newsletter Editor John Nicholson (john.a.nicholson@bigpond.com) 0437938 090
Webmaster Frances Guyett (fguyett@live.com.au)
Community Service Co-ord. Pat Day 0408 563 814
Club Captain Peter Carter 0429 692 270
Mid-Week Co-Captains Doreen Melis 5562 6259 | 0472733172
& Denise Droste 0408 527 612
Promotions’ Officer Martin Dunstan 0428 582 189
Membership Officer lan Rees 0418 567 579
Safety Officers Peter Carter 0429 692 270
Daryl Jago 0407 059 469
Ken Perrett 0428 527 139
Terry Mansbridge 0459 292 230
Ron Shiells 0407 621 708
Librarian
Engine Committee Graham Conn Kelvin Boyle Michael Matthews
Geoff Houston lan Chislett Ken Hill
Rambler Committee Bryan O’'Meara Ray Smith lan Rees 5562 0916
[Bryan]
Federation Representative Ashley Wright
Club Permit Officers Max Dumesny 0428 123 364
Ken Perrett 0428 527 139
lan Chislett (text only) 0466 590 922
Graham Conn 0407 041 606
lan Rees 0418 567 579

Peter Carter

0429692 270

Mick O’Sullivan

0409 383 259

Pat Day 0408 563 814
Club Plate Officer Bryan McGarvie
Maintenance Doug Byron Ted Drake
Catering Karen Carter 0458 692 270
Almoner Ken Perrett 0428 527 139

The Battery Drive is still on. Batteries can be left at James Eccles.

Thanks to everyone helping with this continuing fundraiser. The price is up now, so please keep them coming in!
Reminder: deadline for inclusion in the Newsletter is the Tuesday one week before the Monthly Meeting.
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Events’ Calendar: March 2026 — May 2026

DATES EVENTS & DETAILS TIMES LOCATIONS / GENERAL INFORMATION
March 2026
Sat 21 Koroit Swap Meet [flyer on p.7] Site Entry: 7am. Public Entry: 7.30am — 2.00pm at Victoria Park
Fri 27 “Sausage Sizzle”, followed by | At The Clubrooms: ASausage Sizzle from 6.30pm.
the General Meeting. AGeneral Meeting, starting at 7.30pm.
Federation Picnic at Meet at George Taylor’s in Grassmere
Sun 29 Tea Tree Lake Park: Mortlake for an 8.45am — 9.00am departure to Mortlake.
Event starts at 9.00am [check details of the event on the poster on page 5]
April 2026
The Little Acorn in Terang Departing at 1.2.45pm fro_m The Clubrooms to arrive at
Thurs 9 for Afternoon Tea The Little Acorn in Terang at 1.30pm.
[Please confirm attendance by notifying Denise Droste: 0408 527 612]
Sun 12 Mt Gambier Club: “Around the Garages”. Please check the information on page 11.
Thurs 16 Cobden Health Services 1.300m Drivers needed for car runs for residents.
5 Victoria St, Cobden =UP Check article on p. 8 for more information.
John Bowls’ collection 515 Pernshurst—Port Fairy Rd, K|rksta.1ll.-
Sun 26 ; ety of model [eye-catching car out the front — you can’t miss it!]
of avariety ot models. Departure from Dennington at 1.30pm Bring your afternoon tea.
May 2026
Sun 10 Mothers’ Day Lunch To Be Confirmed Duke’s Commercial Hotel, Koroit
Thurs 14 Moyne Health Services 1* run: 10.30am | Drivers needed for car runs for residents.
30 - 36Villiers St, Port Fairy | 2™ run: 11.00am Check article on p. 8 for more information.

Sun 24 The Chev Club [see p. 10] 10.00am — 11.30am Request for members’ cars to be at The Clubrooms for a display.




President’s Message: Natalie Serra

Welcome to our March newsletter.

The weather has been very kind to us, with many outdoor events and runs lately. I have seen a lot
of Club members around the district at Show and Shine days, swap meets and rallies. What a
wonderful way to represent your Club!

Thank you to Tim McLeod for organising the brilliant run to Tailem Bend. I heard some members
relived their racing driver days and still can’t get the smile off their faces. Federation Picnic Day is
coming up, so pack your chairs and enjoy a lovely day out. Tony and I are off to the Oldsmobile
50th Anniversary tour fuel permitting.

Check out the Events’ Calendar on the previous page. I hope to see you at one of the upcoming
events. In April, we have “Around the Garages” in Mount Gambier and May will be the Mothers’
Day lunch in Koroit.

Please keep in your thoughts the family of Robbie Donohue, who recently passed away after a
long illness. Rob was a good Club member who always participated in Club activities and was a
cheery face around the place.

Safe motoring!

Natalie Serra — President

Sausage Sizzle Season concludes: Friday 27 March at 6.30pm at The Clubrooms!

Enjoy a mouth-watering sausage, cooked by MasterChef, Bryan O’Meara, on Friday 27 March,
from 6.30pm at The Clubrooms, before the General Meeting, starting at 7.30pm. [And, of course - The
Raffle!]

SauSdge
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A car is not just metal; it's a dream on wheels." [, qp "




WR&DHVC General Meeting Minutes: 27 February 2026

Apologies: lan Wells, Bruce Johnstone, Tracy and Andrew Alsop, Andrew Serra, Peter Smith, Anthony Serra, Damian
and Matt Lane, lan and Glenn Chislett, Ray and Joan Farley, Geoff Houston, Jenny and Kevin Hickey, Roberts family.
Moved to accept apologies: Doug Byron; 2nd Kelvin Boyle. Carried.

January Meeting Minutes: Moved to accept as printed in January newsletter: Denise Droste; 2nd S. Hurst. Carried.
Business Arising: See below.

Correspondence In: Receipt and thankyou letter from SW Healthcare. Newsletters from Werribee, Mt Gambier,
Albury/Wodonga, Hamilton, Gippsland. Out: None. Moved that correspondence be accepted: Ted Drake; 2nd
Graeme MclLeod. Carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer provided account balances and accounts for January/February period for payment.
Moved to receive Treasurer’s report and approve accounts and pay invoices: Ross Millard; 2nd Sharon Hurst. Carried.
Report on Club Runs and events in past month:

- Feb 1st Club run to Charlies at Pt Fairy. Was well attended and members enjoyed coffee and cake.

- Ballarat swap meet: Plenty of swap sites but parking was an issue and not much older stuff on offer.

- Feb 10th: Handover of donation cheque to Suzan Morey at hospital. Natalie Serra, lan Rees, Peter Carter, Tony
Curtis in attendance with cars.

- February 20 — 22nd: VCC Ballarat car rally. 4 members attended and enjoyed a good weekend.

Club runs and upcoming events:

- March 1st: Club run to Coleraine Car Museum. Entry $10. Lunch at Coleraine Hotel. Meet Dennington to leave by 9
am or make own way. Be at Coleraine by 11 am.

- March 12th: Thursday mid-week run.

- March 21st: Koroit swap. Starts 7 am.

- March 29th: Federation picnic at Mortlake. Can meet at George Taylors at 9am to proceed to Mortlake.

- April 9th: Mid week to Seaview (old Simons) at 2 pm.

- April 26th: John Bowls collection of models etc at Kirkstall. Bring afternoon tea. Leave Dennington at 1:30 pm.
- April 12th: Mount Gambier around the garages. (Haven’t heard anything yet from them).

- Christmas in July: Planning to hold it at Duke’s Commercial Hotel, Koroit

Engine Committee: New manager now at the Café.

Community Runs: None.

Federation: Meeting on February 14th at Geelong and Ashley Wright attended. Notes in next newsletter.
General Business:

- Shed floor painting: Thanks to Bryan, Bruce and Ted who did the painting.

- Rambler repairs — date to be decided by Rambler subcommittee.

- 2nd blind for BBQ area ordered and to be installed next Tuesday at 1pm. Post also needs to be replaced.

- Natalie asked for input from members as to more potential future capital projects big or small.

- lan gave an update on Club membership: Currently 370 members and usually pick up another 5 by end June.
Membership is steady and about the same as previous two years.

- Gas heater checked by plumber who advised there was no problem with it. You must turn the power on to start it.
Tim Mcleod advised that we should do a carbon monoxide test every 2 years in future.

- Denise updated on Club merchandise with logo: $41.50 shirts; caps 14.50; Bucket hat $20. See Denise.

- Tim McLeod advised on final arrangements for Bend SA trip on March 7 -9th. 10 currently booked.

- 2027 Calendar: Will print only 160. We will be looking for cars to photo. Contact Ken or lan.

- Charlie Speed passed away recently. Was a member until about 10 years ago.

- Murray Murfett talked about 4 and more Rally (pre-1919) in Camperdown in May 14 — 17th and he is the Rally
Director. Looking for support for assistance in directing, parking etc. Will use our Club vests.

- March 21st Wings and Wheels event at Koroit. Anyone can attend. 11am — 3 pm.

- Natalie welcomed Vince Kolacko who is first time new member and presented him with badge.

- Tony Curtis conducted the raffle and handed out chocolate prizes. Meeting closed at 8:10 pm.



W&DHVC Committee Meeting Minutes: 11 March 2026

Present: Natalie Serra, lan Rees, Ron Shiells, Ted Drake, Graham Conn, Ashley Wright, Sharon Hurst, Ross
Millard, Bruce Johnstone. Apologies: None.

Minutes of February meeting: Moved to accept minutes as in February newsletter: Ron Shiells; 2nd G.
Conn. Carried.

Business Arising: Actions from last Committee meeting are first in General Business below.
Correspondence In: Newsletters from Geelong, Holden. Albury, Hamilton, Werribee: Invoices VentralP,
AusPost (PO Box), Aus Post (monthly), Shannons Rambler Insurance, Energy Aus (elec), Fed invoice for 2
years annual membership. Bank statement. Out: None. Moved to accept correspondence: Bryan O’Meara;
2nd A. Wright. Carried.

Reports: Treasurer: Tabled report of account balances and accounts for February/March. Moved to receive
Treasurer’s report, approve accounts and pay invoices: Ross Millard; 2nd Ted Drake. Carried.

Engine Committee: SW Sheds may have a door for us to replace rusty one at museum. Going well and bus
tours and groups coming through. Have been looking at some options for replacement air compressor for
starting the Ruston.

Community Service Coordinator: None.

Federation Rep: Roy and Ashley went to Fed meeting at Geelong. Mortlake Picnic is on (see below).

Club Runs and Events:

- March 12th: Lunch and coffee run Lake Purrumbete.

- March 21st: Koroit swap starts 7 am.

- March 21st “Wings and Wheels” event at Koroit Aerodrome. Anyone can attend. 11 am —3 pm.

- March 29th: Federation Picnic at Mortlake. Can meet at George Taylor’s and leave at 9.00 am to proceed
to Mortlake.

- April 12th: Mount Gambier “Around the Garages”.

- April 26th: John Bowls collection of models etc at Kirkstall. Bring afternoon tea. Leave Dennington 1:30pm.
- May 10th: Mother’s Day: Planning to hold it at Duke’s Commercial Hotel, Koroit.

General Business:

- Rambler repairs — Saturday 28th to kick off repair. 10 am start. Contact Bryan to help.

- New blind in BBQ. Thanks to Bryan and others for organising and helping install and is all paid for.

- Shannons ad at end of newsletter to be terminated after June newsletter.

- Suggestions for new projects: Get a plumber to give us a quote to connect one of the taps out in BBQ area
to hot water. Air Compressor for Ruston. Seek other suggestions from members at next meeting.

- Moved to recommend to members at next general meeting to keep annual subs at $70 for next financial
year: Bryan O’Meara; 2nd Ross Millard. Carried.

- Agreed to have a free pie night some time in next few months after sausage sizzles are finished. TBA.

- Rob Donohue passed away last week. Funeral this coming Friday a 10:30 am at Guyett’s.

- Chev Club coming here in May: FJ visit on the Saturday.

- Ron Shiels to put together a guideline of our Club’s criteria for allowed mods for cars on Club plates.

New member application: Warren Ponting: Moved to approve application: Bryan O’'Meara; 2nd Ashley
Wright. Carried.

Meeting closed at 8:25 pm.



Look at What’s Coming Up Soon! l

Sunday 29 March: Federation Picnic: Tea Tree Lake Park, Mortlake. 9.00am start.

Check ﬂyer [below] & Events’ Calendar on P- 3. [Departing from George Taylor’s 8.45am — 9.00am]

Sunday 9 April: Afternoon Tea at The Little Acorn in Terang.

Departing from The Clubrooms at 12.45pm for a 1.30pm arrival in Terang.
Please ensure you have notified Denise Droste [0408 527 612] of your firm intention to attend.

Sunday 12 April: Mt Gambier Club - “Around the Garages”.

Read the information from Stephen Scotland, the Secretary of the Mt Gambier VVCC, on p. 11.

Thursday 16 April & Thursday 14 May: Requests for Drivers for Cobden & Moyne Health Services.

Thursday 16 April: Cobden Health from 1.30pm [all are short local drives for residents]

Thursday 14 May: Moyne Health Services in Port Fairy. 1* group from 10.30am; 2™ group from 11.00am.
Please check the article on p.8 in this newsletter for more information. Contact Pat Day: 0408 563 814

Sunday 26 April: John Bowls” Collection at 515 Penshurt-Port Fairy Rd, Kirkstall
Departing from Dennington at 1.30pm BYO Afternoon Tea. [Watch for the eye-catching car out the front.]

Sunday 24 May: The Chev Club at The Clubrooms 10.00am — 11.30am
If our members could bring their cars for a collaborative car club display, that would be great.

And, a friendly, very important reminder ...

Please be mindful that, if you're going to be attending social runs where venues are catering for
expected numbers, it’s important that you contact either Denise or Doreen, our Mid-Week Co-Captains
for the Thursday club runs, and Peter Carter, our Club Captain, for the Sunday runs. This protocol will
assist venues to prepare and cater for specific numbers of attendees.

Thank you!

KOROIT LIONS

WARRNAIVIBOOL

& DISTRICT
DRAGC RACING ASSOCIATION

2026 Federation
Mortlake Picnic

SWAP MEET

CAR SHOW

Victoria Park, Koroit, Vic, 3282
Saturday 21st VIarch, 2026

SWAP SITE ENTRY 7:00AM, PUBLIC ENTRY 7:30AM - 2PM FINISH

SWHAP SITE - $20.00 inciudes I x free entry

GENERAL ADMISSION $5.00 PER PERSON
CHILDREN FREE

ONSITE CATERING - LIVE MUSIC -
VETERAN TO CLASSIC CARS SITES ALLOCATED ON THE DAY
Tea Tree SHOW VEHICLE & DRIVER FREE

-
Sunday 29

Y 9am Start Lake Park FRIDAY EVENING SETUP AVAILABLE BY
March 2026 Mortlake PRIOR ARRANGEMENT ONLY

Biipported by Meyive Shire, Lions Mortiaka, FULLY CATERED AND NO ALCOHOL

VAV i Mc ok, ol lutil Y B Clrew minicl tje PROCEEDS SUPPORT LOCAL LIONS CLUB PROJECTS
Mortiake Community i

For information contact:
Willy Benter 0419 547 548

Dawid Mathison 0447 576 T06
Paul Cleaver 0408 935 084 AUSTRALLA

Facebook Messenger: Koroit Lions




Car Club Clothing Items! Get Decked Out In Your Club Gear! l

Items & Information Prices
Polo shirt with car club logo in navy & gold. $41.50
[To check your shirt size, please call in to Biz Collection on Raglan Pde to try on a shirt.]

Peak cap with logo. $14.50
Bucket hat in navy with club logo. [2 sizes available: Medium & Large] $20.00
Windbreakers and ladies’ vests will be available [to be discussed at a later date.] TBA
If more than 4 orders are received, T ————————

the orders can be processed more quickly,

as 4 embroideries are completed at a time. alf Chest Measurement

iagram
There’s a wait of approximately 4 weeks after ordering.

Please call or sms Denise on 0408 527 612 for more information.

Information on caps & bucket hats: 6 caps with club embroidery and 6 bucket
hats [3 Medium & 3 Large sizes] will be ordered initially for sale; more will be

Half chest measurement
refers to the measurement

re-ordered as they sell. o o
Use the visual [on the right] to help you with size measurements. =

Request for drivers for short car runs for Cobden Health and Moyne Health Services. l

Hello everyone! We have two community runs booked in for the first half of 2026:
Cobden Health: Thursday 16 April from 1:30pm

Moyne Health Services (Port Fairy): Thursday 14 May from 10:30am

Cobden has now become a regular run a couple of times a year and Sue Loving from the nursing home
really makes us very welcome, as do the residents. At the conclusion of the afternoon, we are treated to a
really great afternoon tea.

Moyne Health Services is a brand-new run, with a request for around 30 residents for a short 15 minute
run around town and down to the beach. Due to the large numbers, the plan is to do one run at 10:30am
and then come back and take the second group at 11:00am.

I will need drivers for both runs, so please make contact if you are interested and can help.

I encourage members, particularly those who have not been before, to look at getting involved, as these
events are very rewarding, not only for the nursing home residents but also for the drivers.

Regards,
Pat DAY (ph or sms: 0408 563 814)



Welcoming a New Member to The Club! l

W&DHVC President, Natalie Serra,
welcomes a new member, . [ﬂj
Vince Kolacko, to our club.

droom

i 1 &
Welcome, Vince! Vintage Cars
Are Like Old Friends,

They're Always There For You

I am organising a Veteran Car Rally for Thursday 14
May to Sunday 17 May which will involve around 30
vehicles, all pre-1919, and having 4 or more cylinders.

It will be a hub-rally, based in Camperdown and
travelling each day out to places like Lake Purrumbete,
Darlington and Cobden.

To assist drivers with finding their way;, it is usual to place

out corflute directional signs, and to assist with parking at
the various stopovers. There will also be a small
gymkhana-type event for drivers at Pioneer Park in
Cobden on the Sunday.

I am seeking a small number of volunteers to assist.
Car Club vests and meals, where appropriate, will be
provided. There will be ample opportunity to enjoy the
sights and sounds of 110 year-old vehicles.

If interested, please contact me.

Thanks,
Murray Murfett
ph. 0428 914 848



Sunday 1 March. Club Run to Coleraine: Classic Cars” Garage Museum, then lunch in Hamilton. l

Approximately 30 members participated in the Club Run to
Coleraine, where we enjoyed a wonderful automotive visual
feast in the superb Classic Cars’ Garage Museum, followed
by a delicious lunch in historic surrounds at The Alexandra
Sports’ Club in Hamilton.

During the afternoon, it was great to see members chatting
about cars and other topics, as was the case over lunch at my
table.

For relatively new members like me, these social events
provide opportunities to introduce ourselves, get to know
more people at the club and continue the connections them
at future events.

Another positive feature of club runs is being able to see the “Located in an original working
line of beautiful cars ahead and those in the rear vision garage left as it was used, you
mirror, while in transit in our cars. The occasional much- can experience every aspect of =
needed showers didn’'t dampen our spirits on the drive to well-ciled velucie
and from Coleraine.

On behalf of all members, thank you to Club Captain, Peter

Carter, for all of his behind-the-scenes organisational work

in ensuring that the day was such a memorable success.

More photos from the Classic Cars Garage Museum:

We thank the proprietors for
welcoming wus to their
magnificent Classic Cars’
Garage Museum.

Tony Curtis - Editor

|

1977 Chrysler Panel Van
This rare panel van was purchased new by
Mr Morta Mitchell on the 2" of March 1978
from Riverland Motors, Wakerie, South
Australia for the sum of 56,740. As you can
see it has been kept in excellent order by
the previous owner. It has a 245 c.| motor
with a 3 speed borg warner column
automatic transmission. The wvan has
travelled 217,000 kilometres and is in
excellent order.

1965 Datsun

Only around 2,000 panel vans were
produced by Chrysler Australia

This car was won by Hilda Davis in the
Herald Sun's Sunball competition in
1965.

After her passing it was driven by her
son Frank until his death.
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Mount Gambier "Round the Garages" — Sunday 12 April.  [Please read carefully!] l

This year's 'Round The Garages' is being hosted by the Mt Gambier Veteran & Vintage Car
Club on Sunday 12th April 2026. Planning is underway with 3 Garages to visit. The
preliminary program is as follows (all times are SA time):

® 8:30am Clubrooms at 15 Shelton Street Mt Gambier open for registration, tea. coffee etc.

® 9:00am Welcome address by our President John C. Hill

® 9:30am Leave for 1st garage

® Then move to 2nd garage.

® 12:30pm Return to clubrooms for lunch

® 1:30pm leave for 3rd garage/workshop.

After the 3rd garage visit is complete you are free to return home at your leisure. I am sure
however that the clubrooms will be open for tea/coffee etc. We ask that to assist with catering &
traffic management you RSVP approximate numbers attending by 7th April to myself at email
sectmtgambiervvcarclub@gmail.com or phone 0418 809 826. Looking forward to seeing many
fellow club members, enthusiasts & "old" friends for this event.

Kind Regards

Stephen Scotland

Secretary Mt Gambier Veteran & Vintage Car Club Inc 2025-2026
Mobile 0418809826

Email sectmtgambiervvcarclub@gmail.com

The Chev Club is visiting The Clubrooms on Sunday 24 May.
Bring your cars to create a fantastic display! - Peter Carter

Our club is having The Chev Club for Morning Tea at our clubrooms on Sunday 24 May from 10.00
am until 11.30 am. If our members could bring their cars for a display, that would be great.

[supplied by Peter Carter — thanks, Peter. Ed.]

Schedule for 24 May:
Meet up at the Pavilion Café and Bar at 50 Viaduct Rd, right on the foreshore, between 8.30am —
9.00am for a morning coffee and an easy start to the day.

At approximately 10.00am, we head to Allansford (11 km; 15min) and arrive at the Warrnambool
& District Historical Vehicle Club Clubrooms at 134 Zeigler Pde Allansford, where both Clubs
can enjoy a joint display of vehicles over a coffee and friendly banter.

We can leave at approximately 11.30am for Camperdown and explore Laurie Vautier’s old car
and collectables’ huge shed, behind the old butter factory at 255 Manifold St until around
2.00pm. From here, we can move on to the lunch venue, the COMMERCIAL HOTEL which is
just down the road at 115 Manifold St.

Even if you can’t join us for the Warrnambool run, please catch up with us at “THE COMMERCIAL”
in Camperdown for a bit of the usual CCCV birthday revelry. It will be well worth the drive!
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Thursday 12 March: Lunch at The Lake Cafe in Camperdown, by Denise Droste l

We left the club rooms at around 11.00am and drove to Camperdown’s Lake Cafe via Cobden.

32 members enjoyed lunch and a chat on the deck overlooking the lake.

We all enjoyed a very pleasant day in beautiful surroundings.

Always great to see club
members enjoying social
events — another wonderful
benefit of being a member of
the superb W&DHVC!

And, no need to twist my arm
to include photos of members’
stylish cars! — Tony [Ed.]




“This car was imported from Coventry, England, as a rolling chassis, complete with firewall and a 75hp six-
cylinder side valve motor. The body was built by HOLDEN in Adelaide, before they built cars in their own
name.

The car was rescued from a farm yard in 1995 and restoration was commenced by John Sharles [NSW]. The
car is the only registered Hillman Wizard found in Australia.

Some special features of this car are an automatic restart of the engine if it stalls at any time.

The grille at the front of the radiator opens up when the temperature rises and closes automatically when it’s
cold. This feature is controlled by a mechanical controller on top of the radiator.

The car is currently owned by the Hope family at Winslow.”

1932
HILLMAN WIZARD
(Dorothy)

This car wis imparted from Coventry Englund s s
olling Chassis crsmplete with frowoll and o 75hp six-
evlinder side valve moloe
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Federation Meeting Report: February 2026, from Ashley Wright I

FEBRUARY 2026 FEDERATION MEETING:

Sadly, since our last Delegates’ Meeting, we lost long-term delegate, Bob Kennedy.

The 2025 Events’ Wrap-Up:

Baw Baw Picnic 2025 — 26th October. The event went well: 30 cars plus tractors and engines.

Peter Mac Hospital Fundraiser: Well done to those Clubs who did something in 2025 to help Peter Mac. The amount raised in
2025 was $5,356.40 from 18 clubs efforts. Please arrange a local event to raise money in 2026 for Peter Mac once again.
2026 EVENTS:

Mortlake Picnic: Next year’s picnic will be Sunday the 29th March. Moyne Shire is assisting with funding once more with
$2800.

Wunghnu Vehicle, Machinery and Collectables Display: Next year’s event will be the 28th & 29th March with the picnic
day Sunday. The Model-T Club will be attending this event. About 20 Model T's will be attending and there will be a Tractor
Pull.

Scoresby Picnic: Date for next year’s to be finalised later in this year.

Murrabit Picnic: The date has been set for 17 May which is also National Motoring Day.

There will be a band, food and the coffee people will be back.

Marong Picnic: Sunday 30 August. In 2026, we will celebrate 70 years of Ferguson 35’s. If your club or make of vehicle is
reaching a milestone, please think about doing the celebration at this event.

Hamilton District VVC Drivers’ Club will hold their 46th Rally on the King’s Birthday weekend. This is a 3-day Rally. Sunday to
Pomonol. Federation granted a Trophy for this event.
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AHMF UPDATE: David, Neville and John will provide an update on AHMF. Sadly, the AHMF lost a very long-standing
Committee member when Terry Thompson, from Sydney, passed away recently. More articles are required for their National
Newsletter, known as “Spoke N Hub”. The next meeting will be Wed. 18/02/26.

FEDERATION WWW SITE: Any information on interesting events or reports, could they please go to Rebecca for inclusion
on this site. This is a free way to advertise your club events and milestones. Please do include a copy of the link to the site in
Club electronic newsletters for members to be able to find it easily. WWW.federation.asn.au All the picnic dates are on the
WWW site.

FEDERATION — AOMC JOINT MEETINGS: Has not been a meeting for a few months. Next one is 4/3/26. One matter
that has been discussed with VicRoads and AOMC is that if you make an engine and transmission change in your vehicle with
a larger engine, you do not need a RWC to change it from H to M plates. You must have a full engineer’s certificate on the
work carried out with inspections from start to finish of the transplant. CPS renewals are now being issued in a mauve colour,
not the original green.

GOLDEN OLDIES’ TOUR 2026: Early days yet with a lot more planning to happen. Starting from Marong Picnic at the end
of August 2026 and around Bendigo for 2 nights. Then to Barham for 2 nights. Then heading for the Swan Hill area for the rest
of the week. More helpers to assist Anne will be made most welcome. Thank you to the Federation Member Club’s club
members who are helping with arrangements locally for the 2026 event. So far, 33 entries and there is room for a lot more.
NEXT OPEN TOUR 2027: Michelle and John are looking ahead to 2027 and are investigating places within Victoria to go to
and at times that do not clash with other events in the area. Seems that participants in these events are looking for Hub Tours
now, rather than packing up and moving several times.

BENDIGO SWAP: There will be an update provided by Motafrenz Delegates who have remained as President and Secretary
of the Swap Committee for 2026 Swap and we thank them for continuing in these roles.

Just to be clear and to clean up rumours out there. There will be a Swap in 2027 at Bendigo.

There is a need for other Federation member clubs to take on some of the tasks for the 2027 Swap and beyond, including the
Mark-out of the sites outdoor with the help of the Robot. This needs to happen Wednesday morning. | am happy to talk to
any Federation member clubs about this and other tasks.

We will also require more assistance with jobs on Swap weekend from members of Federation member clubs.

The showgrounds are still being worked on. The new building has about half the roof framing up.

The arena and the new spoon drain is finished and the new sprinkler system is being installed.

Neil Athorn E: neilathorn8@gmail.com Ph: 0408 033 839

Bendigo National Swap Committee Update: February 2026

Paul Hollingworth, the newly re-elected Secretary of the Bendigo Swap Meet Committee, gave a brief report.

1. 2025 Event Overview

The 2025 Bendigo National Swap Meet was a success, with strong attendance, smooth operations and positive feedback
from vendors and attendees. Here are the key highlights:

Attendance and Site Allocations

e Qutdoor sites were 98% sold, with indoor spaces filling up quickly. 200 on the waiting list.

e 1,207 outdoor sites were allocated, with only 18 vacant (including unpaid offers).

e Indoor sites in sheds and the BEC/REC buildings were also well-subscribed, with minor vacancies due to unpaid bookings.
Volunteers and Operations

® 299 volunteers were coordinated across 413 shifts, ensuring all gates, administrative tasks and site management ran
smoothly.

® Electronic payments via Tyro machines were widely used, reducing cash handling and improving efficiency.

e Food vendors performed well, with 17 food vans and caterers generating positive feedback and revenue.

Financial Performance

e Total profits were strong, with a large increase on previous years’ figures. $2000 was saved on security and a large saving
on toilet rental.

2. Post-Event Review and Feedback

The committee held a de-brief meeting on 30 November 2025 to review what worked well and identify areas for
improvement. Key takeaways include:

What Worked Well

e Electronic payments were overwhelmingly positive, with vendors and attendees appreciating the convenience.
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e \/olunteer coordination was praised, though some shifts required adjustments due to health and availability.

e Food vendor diversity was well-received, with attendees enjoying the variety and quality of offering.

e Social media engagement saw significant growth, with Facebook reach doubling and Instagram expanding our
connection with younger audiences.

Areas for Improvement

e Site holder communication: Some vendors reported difficulties contacting re-booking officers. We will improve phone
and email responsiveness for 2026.

e Traffic and vehicle management: Internal traffic plans need refinement to enhance pedestrian safety and reduce
congestion.

e Signage and maps: More visible and accessible maps, especially for food vendors and key locations, will be prioritised.
e Toilet and shower facilities: Feedback indicated a need for more toilets and better maintenance. We will work with the
Council to address this.

3. Planning for 2026

The 2026 Bendigo National Swap Meet is already in motion, with a focus on celebrating 50 years of collaboration with the
Veteran, Vintage & Classic Car Club Bendigo (VVCC).

Here’s what we’re working on:

Committee and Roles

e The 2026 Committee has been elected, with Alan Benedetti continuing as Chairperson and Nick Bassett taking on Vice-
Chairperson.

e New roles include a dedicated Volunteer Coordinator and Social Media/Advertising Lead to enhance outreach and
engagement.

Site and Logistics

e Site maps are being updated to reflect ongoing showground redevelopments, including changes to the oval and shed
layouts.

e Powered sites will be clearly marked, and a surcharge may apply to manage demand and ensure safety.
Advertising and Promotion

e The 2026 flyer is finalised, featuring the 50th Anniversary theme and VVCC'’s history.

Distribution, both electronically and in print, has commenced.

e Social media will continue to play a key role, with expanded content on Facebook,

Instagram and YouTube to reach broader audiences.

Volunteer and Vendor Engagement

e \olunteer shifts will be staggered to reduce wait times and improve coverage.

e Food vendors will be encouraged to diversify offerings and provide clearer pricing to address attendee feedback.
4. Federation Engagement and Support

We appreciate the Federation’s ongoing support and collaboration. Key requests for 2026 include:

e Clarification on insurance coverage for volunteers and contractors.

® Assistance in promoting the event to member clubs to boost volunteer participation and

vendor diversity.

e Feedback on contractor approvals to streamline processes and ensure compliance with Federation guidelines.
5. Call to Action: We invite all Federation Delegates to:

e Encourage member clubs to participate as vendors, volunteers, or attendees.

e Share updates about the 2026 event through your networks.

e Provide feedback on how the Federation can further support the Swap Committee’s efforts.

6. Closing Remarks

The Bendigo National Swap Committee is committed to delivering another successful event in 2026. We look forward to
continuing our partnership with the Federation and member clubs to ensure the Swap Meet remains a highlight of the
vintage and classic vehicle community calendar.

Thank you for your time and support. We welcome any questions or suggestions.

Paul Hollingworth Secretary, Bendigo National Swap Committee 12 January 2026

Financial Report:

Balance $50,000 + proceeds from Swap Meet = $75,000.

Cheque Acc. Oct - Feb bal.$9,506.98 Closing $11,275.51.

15



Classifieds l

To comply with the Victorian Motor Car Traders Regulations 2008, all advertisements for used motor cars must state:
(a) The cash price; and

(b) If the motor car is registered, the registration number; and

(c) If the motor car is unregistered the engine number of the vehicle; or the chassis number of the vehicle; or the
vehicle identification number; or the registration number (if any) last assigned to the vehicle; or if none of those
numbers is reasonably ascertainable, any other number by which the vehicle may be identified.

Note: The Editor reserves the right to abbreviate, revise or not publish advertisements to suit the newsletter.

For Sale I

1960 Chevrolet Bel Air 4-door. Rego: 55470-H
Been in my family since 1963.

Reconditioned 400c.i. motor.

Replaced original motor mid-1990s.
Reconditioned in 2003. Unsure of mileage.

Original motor 283c.i & 2-speed gearbox can be sourced,
if wanted.

Some rust in rear doors and at front of bonnet.

Plenty of internal spares, etc.

$25,000 [negotiable]
Contact Gary Lofts: 0400 754 542

1969 Ford Galaxie LTD, 2 door coupe RHD.
Rego: 1506-H3

FE 390 Engine rebuilt 5 years ago.

C6 Transmission, power steering pump replaced.
All electrics working with various wiring replaced.
Interior refurbished, minor rust spots.

Comes with various spares.

$35,000 ONO.

Call Martin 0419 351 425
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HAMILTON AND DISTRICT
VETERAN VINTAGE CLASSIC DRIVERS’ CLUB
46" ANNUAL RALLY

“PETROLEUM RALLY”

5/6/7/8 June 2026

Keep these dates open on your calendar
and be prepared for another fun weekend with us!

Visiting a private collection of more than 30 fabulous Lincoln
vehicles, travelling up through The Grampians to Pomonal.

We will also be visiting a glass blowing gallery
and The Pastoral Museum.

REGISTRATION FORMS CONTACT: PAM
AVAILABLE SOON! 0419 145 452
pampollock135@agmail.com

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!

gliz. iw-.- i - .:
M AL I!_
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The 2026 &' B
-~ |
Smolcy River [% :
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& All Things
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Tractor pull
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Grand parade 12pm

Entry §10 CASH naly event
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1787 Portlared-Casterton Rd. FREE Exkiitar camping
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SWAP MEET. ™
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One of the largest country Swap rﬂg-«:
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Gates forsite holders Friday 1" May noon — 9 pm
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Registration 8 -10:30 am Saturday, $5 per vehicle. Judging 11am |

Catering at venue : _fi : -
Eﬂﬂ breakfast Sﬂ'ﬂ.l'l'dﬂ}‘ z LTl T, :l-:q--‘ 1
s

Enquiries: Ph. 0408 854 IEHI ez Za
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o
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Y| Naracoorte Historic Vehicle Club Inc.
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INSURANCE FOR
MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS L e

From vintage through to modern classic cars and bikes, no one
knows your passion like Shannons.

Our comprehensive motor insurance offers the features that car
and bike enthusiasts appreciate. If cars or bikes are your passion
Insure it with Shannons

Visit shannons.com.au or call 13 46 46 for a quote on your
special car, daily drive, bike or your home, and speak with a
genuine enthusiast

Join the Shannons Club today! Get
connected and share your passion -
shannons.com.au/club

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS | CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE | SHANNONS.COM.AU
O 42 L 2 G (AAY, 8 arce Fhaad e Procuct Disc e
SISO paud paThoa atpeciver, bnacois . whrlte b appesgriane hor you beiom

ka6 immiatit. [Bage kv SBEalitd
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